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SPECIAL/REGULAR MEETING 
LIVINGSTON CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 5, 2004 
 

 
 
A Special/Regular Meeting of the Livingston City Council was held in the City Council 
Chambers on October 5, 2004, with Mayor Samra presiding. 
 
SPECIAL MEETING 
 
The Special Meeting was called to order by Mayor Samra at 5:40 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present were Mayor Samra and Council Members Espinoza, Ingram, and Vierra; and Staff 
members Creighton and Hallinan.  Absent were Mayor Pro-Tempore Arroyo (excused) and City 
Manager Forde (excused). 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The Council went into Closed Session at 5:41 p.m. to discuss the following matters: 
 
Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation 
{Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(b)} 
Number of Cases: 2 
 
The Closed Session ended at 6:02 p.m. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
The Council came back into open session at 6:13 p.m.   
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
The Regular Meeting commenced at 7:02 p.m. 
 
REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
There was no reportable action; Council gave direction to staff. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present were Mayor Samra and Council Members Espinoza, Ingram, and Vierra; Staff members 
Benoit, Campini, Creighton, Gottiparthy, Hallinan, Millar, Rasmussen, Smith, Wyatt and Young; 
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and others in the audience.  Absent were Mayor Pro-Tempore Arroyo (excused) and City 
Manager Forde (excused). 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
MERCED COUNTY SUPERVISOR GLORIA CORTEZ-KEENE 
 

1. Met with grant writer, Ruben Moreno on October 1st, to discuss submittal of a $1.5 
million grant application for the Court Theater project. 

2. Update on a grant for renovation of the Court Theater under the Roberti-Z’Berg-Harris 
Nonurbanized Area Need-Basis Program under the Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe 
Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002.  She noted the grant 
application is due December 10, 2004, and feels the City may be eligible to apply. 

3. Invited the Council to join her on a tour of the City of Orange Cove on October18th.  She 
noted Orange Cove is a small community and many improvements have been made to 
enhance the appearance of the town. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
MOTION:  M/S Ingram/Vierra to approve the following consent agenda items: 
 

MINUTES:  Special/Regular Meeting of September 21, 2004, as amended, and Closed 
Session of September 29, 2004. 
 
WARRANTS:  Registers of September 29, 2004, Nos. 54871-54876 in the amount of 
$3,558.47; September 30, 2004, Nos. 54877-5469 totaling $278,860.68; and September 
2004 Payroll, Nos. 22619-22706 in the sum of $141,325.90. 
 
MEETING CHANGE:  Approval to reschedule the Regular Meeting of November 2, 
2004, to November 1, 2004. 
 
PROCLAMATION:  Approval of Proclamation designating October 24, 2004, as United 
Nations Day in the City of Livingston. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
DAVANTE VILLAS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
 
The agenda item was presented by City Engineer Gottiparthy and Contract Planner Millar. 
 
Mayor Samra opened and subsequently closed the Public Hearing at 7:26 p.m., there being no 
comments from the public. 
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Jeff King, 163 W Peace River Dr, Fresno, representing Nova Development Group, states that he 
does understand the change in the Development Agreement.   
 
Council Member Vierra questioned if the owner/developer of the property in question still exists 
because some developers have gone out of business and if they are not available what would 
happen. 
 
City Engineer Gottiparthy explained the property was Vinewood Estates and staff  would have to 
research ownership of said property.  He further explained what would happen if the developer 
still exists. 
   
Mr. King noted that Dennis Buchanan owns all of the lots. 
 
Council Member Vierra referred to development maps and the end of streets, in particular the 
openings that went out to F Street, and asked if this has been worked out. 
 
Contract Planner Millar said he would have to go back to check the conditions to determine if 
this matter has been resolved. 
 
Council Member Espinoza asked if the City was partly at fault because the property was not 
deeded over to the City. 
 
City Attorney Hallinan noted the openings were to be temporary only. 
 
Council Member Espinoza stated if they are building homes then the impact fees would be 
changed to the old fees or renegotiated. 
 
City Attorney Hallinan commented the old fees would apply or they would have to build 
something extra. 
 
Council Member Vierra asked what street medians are on page 4 of the improvement plans. 
 
Contract Planner Millar noted there are no medians at this point. 
 
 Council Member Vierra thanked staff for including, in the public assessment area, police and 
fire fees that will increase 2% every year thereafter. 
  
MOTION:  M/S Samra/Vierra to waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 516, 
approving a Development Agreement for Davante Villas Subdivision located on the south side of 
F Street, opposite Briarwood Estates.  The motion carried 4-0 by the following vote: 
AYES:  Council Members: Espinoza, Ingram, Samra, Vierra 
NOES:  Council Members: None 
ABSENT: Council Members: Arroyo 
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BRIDGEPORT SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
 
The agenda item was presented by Contract Planner Millar. 
 
Mayor Samra opened and subsequently closed the Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m., as there were no 
public comments. 
 
Council Member Vierra referred to page 5, first paragraph of the Development Agreement, 
regarding fencing where the back shows to the front instead of the front and asked if this is  
protected somewhere in the Agreement. 
 
Contract Planner Millar replied no, but this could be added as item H to the Development 
Agreement. 
 
Council Member Vierra asked if it is mainly on corners. 
 
Contract Planner Millar questioned if Council Member Vierra was only talking about 
clarification for the finished appearance to the front of the fence. 
 
Council Member Vierra replied that at a meeting there was one person who spoke about not 
having a big back yard, and the Council does not want someone coming back and complaining 
about a similar situation. 
 
Contract Planner Millar explained that setbacks have been approved by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
Council Member Vierra questioned if the future Emerald Drive is going to be Briarwood all the 
way through. 
 
Contract Planner Millar replied yes. 
 
Mayor Samra asked are if there are provisions for the new water meters being installed. 
 
Contract Planner Millar replied yes, and provided further information. 
 
Council Member Vierra thanked Mark Wilbur for a good agreement and for including police and 
fire protection in the agreement. 
 
MOTION:  M/S Ingram/Vierra to waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 517, 
approving a Development Agreement for Bridgeport Village Subdivision located on the south 
side of F Street, adjoining the planned extension of Winton Parkway.  The motion carried 4-0 by 
the following vote: 
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AYES:  Council Members: Espinoza, Ingram, Samra, Vierra 
NOES:  Council Members: None 
ABSENT: Council Members: Arroyo 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
FIRST READING AND ADOPTION OF  INTERIM ORDINANCE NO. 518 
PERTAINING TO VEHICLE SALES LOTS 
 
The agenda item was presented by City Attorney Hallinan. 
 
Council Member Ingram said he is aware there is currently an application for a car lot pending 
approval and was not sure how this ordinance would affect any application already being 
processed. 
 
Contract Planner Millar noted that because Luis Bravo has already submitted an application, the 
ordinance would not affect him. 
 
Council Member Vierra commented that he knows the zoning issue is being worked on and with 
a look to the future, he favored adoption of the ordinance. 
 
Council Member Espinoza asked if there was an application submitted for a car lot across from 
the telephone company. 
 
Contract Planner Millar replied no, only the application from Luis Bravo that will be re-
considered by the Planning Commission at its October 12th regular meeting. 
 
Martin Silva, 1216 E Street, questioned the specifics of the ordinance. 
 
City Attorney Hallinan explained how the ordinance would work. 
 
Mr. Silva stated that he assumed Mr. Bravo had submitted an application a long time ago and 
since Mr. Bravo is a long-time resident of the City he feels it unfair that Mr. Bravo’s application 
is being delayed. 
 
Council Member Ingram referred to the response to his earlier question and noted that the 
ordinance would not affect Mr. Bravo because he has already submitted an application.  
 
MOTION:  M/S Ingram/Vierra to waive the first reading and adopt Interim Ordinance No. 518 
as an urgency measure until such time as the permanent zoning section is updated and presented 
to the Council for consideration.  The motion carried 4-0 by the following vote: 
AYES:  Council Members: Espinoza, Ingram, Samra, Vierra 
NOES:  Council Members: None 
ABSENT: Council Members: Arroyo  
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ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE FINAL MAP AND SUBDIVISION 
IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT FOR BRIDGEPORT VILLAGE SUBDIVISION, 
PHASE I, AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 
 
The agenda item was presented by City Engineer Gottiparthy. 
 
MOTION:  M/S Vierra/Ingram to adopt Resolution No. 2004-52, approving the Final 
Subdivision Map for Phase I and Subdivision Improvement Agreement for Bridgeport Village 
Subdivision, and authorizing the Mayor to execute the agreement on behalf of the City. 
The motion carried 4-0 by the following vote: 
AYES:  Council Members: Espinoza, Ingram, Samra, Vierra 
NOES:  Council Members: None 
ABSENT: Council Members: Arroyo 
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR THE BUILDING FUND 
 
The agenda item was presented by Finance Director Smith.  Discussion followed. 
 
MOTION:  M/S Ingram/Espinoza to adopt Resolution 2004-53, approving an amendment to the 
adopted FY 2004-2005 Budget by appropriating an additional $5,000 to the Building Fund.  The 
motion carried 4-0 by the following vote: 
AYES:  Council Members: Espinoza, Ingram, Samra, Vierra 
NOES:  Council Members: None 
ABSENT: Council Members: Arroyo 
 
REPORTS 
 
CITY STAFF 
 
Finance Director 
 

1. Update on conversion of computer software. 
2. Requested information from the last IT meeting. 

 
 
Contract Planner 
 

1. Planning Department approved a small wall sign for a local church. 
2. A representative from Carl’s Jr. will meet with staff to discuss the possibility of 

locating their business near the new Starbucks. 
3. Master Plans update 
4. An item on Sun Valley Estates will be presented to Council at the next meeting. 
5. Relayed that staff is working with an individual on Maple Drive for a backyard 

setback for a patio and the person may approach Council to ask for a fee waiver. 
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Public Works Supervisor 
 

1. Staff is waiting for confirmation and details on receipt of a 1.9 million dollar grant for the 
Water Department. 

 
Recreation Supervisor 
 
1. Update on banners in town. 
2. Update – 21st Century Grant. 
3. Wakami delegation leaves on October 23rd; delegation will be taking a stained glass piece 

of art as a gift from the City. 
4. Mirror for the Recreation Center will arrive next Wednesday. 
5. Concession stand in operation at soccer field. 
6. Adult baseball league will begin play shortly. 
7. Lights at Little Guys/Gals Field need to be installed before construction of new homes. 

Discussion followed.  It was the consensus of the Council to get started on this project.  
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Vierra 
 

► Commented on the City Engineer’s staff report and the shortage of SRTS monies 
for traffic light at B and Winton Parkway and questioned why there is a shortage 
of funds.  Discussion followed. 

► Thanked Supervisor Keene for her time and efforts toward the Court Theater 
Project. 

► Thanked Public Works Supervisor Creighton for installation of sidewalks on 
Peach. 

► Mentioned award of the water grant, which is much, needed to clear up problems 
and other water issues in the community. 

► Asked for the appraisal amount for the Plaza parking lot, which includes the 
Fuentes Buildings and was told the appraisal came in at $750,000+. 

 
Ingram 
 

1. Addressed the matter of the shortage of SRTS funds for improvements on D 
Street and stated the City needs to move forward on getting this and other projects 
completed. 

 
Samra 
 

► Asked if there are any utilities that need to be moved on SRTS improvements 
using Rule 20 monies.  Discussion followed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 8:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
     _______________________________   
       City Clerk of the City of Livingston 
 
 
APPROVED:  October 19, 2004 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
  Mayor or Mayor ProTempore 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       
 
    
 
 
 


